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MINUTES OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE
City of Tomahawk, City Council Chambers
23 N 2" St, Tomahawk, WI 54487
May 26, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

Call to Order: Will Garske called the meeting of the Health and Safety Committee to order at
5:01 p.m.

Roll Call: Committee members present were Patricia Haskin (arrived at 5:18 p.m.), Robert Soward,
Will Garske and Tadd Wegener (virtual).

Also present was Mayor Michael “Hob” Habeck, Clerk/Treasurer Amanda L. Bartz, Street
Leadsperson Nick Rosenmeier, Police Chief AL Elvins, Fire Chief Paul Winter, Water Leadsperson
Glenn Hanna, Wastewater Leadsperson Zach Sherman, Alderpersons Jeff Kahle, Jennifer
Turkiewicz and Dawn Genelin from Tomahawk Main Street, Inc, Kate Gullickson from the
Tomahawk Regional Chamber of Commerce (virtual), Jeff Seamandel from MSA Professional
Services, Zach Garner from WJJQ Radio, and Roxanne Consolver.

Public Comments: There were no public comments.

Minutes of Previous Meeting(s)
BARTZ MOVED to approve the minutes from April 28, 2026, and SOWARD seconded. The VOTE was
unanimous.

Licenses

Operator License: SOWARD MOVED to approve the operator licenses with the exception of Thomas
Welke with the current bond conditions, he is not allowed to consume or possess alcohol. BARTZ
seconded. The VOTE was unanimous.

Alcohol Beverage License Renewals
SOWARD MOVED to approve the alcohol beverage renewals as submitted, GARSKE seconded. The
VOTE was unanimous.

Tobacco License Renewals
BARTZ MOVED to approve the tobacco license renewals and SOWARD seconded. The VOTE was
unanimous.

Special Events
2026 Celebrations Budget Vs Actual: The committee reviewed the report.

Music on the River, Wednesdays June 17 to July 29, 2026: SOWARD MOVED to approved approve
the application as submitted and GARSKE seconded. The VOTE was unanimous.
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Pow Wow Day, July 4, 2026: Chief ELVINS stated that the application was submitted late as it is
required to be in 60 days prior to the event. He stated that he did apply for the street closure from
the Department of Transportation and it has been approved.

Clerk reviewed the Department comments with the Committee.
GARSKE MOVED to approve the application with the waiver of open intoxicants city wide from 8:00
a.m. to midnight and to require the event sponsor to supply and additional 4 to 6 port-a-potties at

Veterans Memorial Park in the morning for the race. BARTZ seconded.

GARSKE noted that the Lions Club should be notified that the application needs to be in ata
minimum of 60 days prior to the event.

The VOTE was unanimous.

Antique Outboard Motor Show, August 3-8, 2026: BARTZ MOVED to approve the application and
SOWARD seconded. The VOTE was unanimous.

Tomahawk Main Street, Inc. — Parking Lot Use Request: GARSKE asked why the City is not renting
this space out to vendors for Fall Ride, BARTZ agreed and stated that itis a prime location for the
event.

Chief ELVINS voiced concerns with the Police Department evidence garage and vendors. He stated
that the TMS vendor has security that not only watched their space but also the Police
Department’s garage.

BARTZ MOVED to approve the request and SOWARD seconded.

BARTZ stated that he would be in favor of approving the request for 2026 but the future years we
need to look and our own vendor space rentals to off set the $40,000 that this event costs the
taxpayers. Chief ELVINS stated he understands the financial side of the situation, but we also need
to look at the benefits that Tomahawk Main Street brings to the community.

Roxanne Consolver stated that in 2025 the City approved TMS to use the space and the inflatable
used by Harley Davidson was pushed to the side of the lot. She stated that this year Bill Davidson
will be coming to the event and doing a meat & greet. She stated that Harley Davidson has moved
this event up to a tier lll status with the help of the City and SARA Park. She stated that it would not
be a good first impression if another motor cycle manufacturer is on the main intersection in town.

Chief ELVINS stated that Harley Davidson does not sponsor anything on Main Street, GARSKE
stated that the lot is not in the Main Street District.

BARTZ stated that we all need to work together to make this a success and stated that there is
validity to both sides.
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Dawn Genelin stated that there is only so much space downtown, they cannot expand. BARTZ
asked who was in the lot in 2025. Genelin stated that it was Harley Davidion’s shield, a food
vendor, and Indian Motorcycle.

The VOTE was 3-1 with SOWARD, BARTZ and WEGENER in favor of the approval of the request and
GARSKE opposed.

Reports
Police Department Report — May 2026: Chief ELVINS reviewed the report.

Consolver asked why there is no longer an annual report for the Police Department, there has not
been one since 2024. Chief ELVINS stated that the report was redundant as monthly reports are
provided.

HASKIN stated that Stevens Point just completed LP explosion training and asked if we complete
any similar training. Chief WINTER stated that 100% of the Fire Department is trained in LP
explosion, including annual simulations on Somo Ave.

Glenn Hanna asked who pays for the fuel for the squad cars when an officer lives outside the City
limits for them to drive them home between shifts. Chief ELVINS stated that the City pays for all
the fuel in the squad cars. Consolver asked how far the officers can live from the City limits. Chief
ELVINS stated that they are required to live within 15 miles of the boundaries. Consolver asked if
the officers all lived within that requirement, Chief ELVINS stated that the newest hired employees
do not and with the current economy, it has been difficult to find housing for relocation. He noted
that those employees that do not live outside that 15-mile radius do not take squad cars home.

Fire Department Report — May 2026: Chief WINTER stated the Fire Department was awarded a
$40,000 communications grant. He also noted that the chassis is complete, and we expect to take
delivery in August.

Set Time and Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Health & Safety Committee will be the
last Tuesday of the month at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall in the Council Chambers.

Meeting Adjournment: BARTZ MOVED to adjourn the meeting of the Health and Safety Committee
and HASKIN seconded. The VOTE was unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 5:31 p.m.
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