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Article VI. Street Trees 
 
Section 82-151. Purpose. 
 
 It is the policy of the city to regulate and control the planting, removal, maintenance and protection of 
public trees and shrubs in the city to eliminate and guard against dangerous conditions which may result in 
injury to persons using the streets, alleys, sidewalks, or property of the city; to promote and enhance the 
beauty and general welfare of the city; to prevent damage to any public sewer or water main, street sidewalk, 
or other public property; to protect trees and shrubs located in public areas from undesirable and unsafe 
planting, removal, treatment and maintenance practices; and to control the erection and removal of all signs, 
billboards and structures on city streets, parks, and playgrounds. 
(Code 1989, § 8.08(1)) 
 
Section 82-152. Definitions. 
 
 The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
 Person means person, firm, association or corporation. 
 
 Public Trees and Shrubs means all trees, shrubs, or other vegetation, except grass planted or to be 
planted by the city or any person on any park, playground, or other property owned or controlled by the city 
or on any public street, alley, sidewalk or highway within the public right-of-way but shall not include school 
sites. 
 
 Terrace means the land between the normal location of the street curbing and sidewalk. 
(Code 1989, § 8.08(2)) 
 Cross Reference – Definitions, Generally, § 1-2. 
 
Section 82-153. Park Board. 
 
 The park board shall be responsible for the enforcement of this article and it shall carry out all of the 
provisions herein. The park board shall maintain any tree or shrub in any public place to preserve the function 
or beauty of such public place in accordance with the art of good arboriculture. The board may trim, remove, 
prune, spray, fertilize, or otherwise treat any tree or shrub in any public place when in the opinion of the board 
such treatment will promote the general welfare, improve the city’s appearance, or alleviate any unsafe 
condition. 
(Code 1989, § 8.08(3)) 
 Cross References – Boards, Commissions and Committees, § 2-191 et seq.; Parks and Recreation, 
Chapter 66. 
 
Section 82-154. Plan Adopted. 
 
 The park board shall develop and establish a plan for the orderly planting of trees in the terraces along 
city streets to reduce conflicts between trees and other public use of streets, to facilitate care of the city’s 
trees, and to make the city a more attractive city in which to live. The plan shall designate the species of trees 
for each street and shall take into consideration the mature size and requirements of the species, the width 
of the terrace, depth of setback of buildings, location of streetlights, safety signals, and signs, existing 
desirable trees, and any other site factors. The annual planting plan and any subsequent changes shall be 
submitted to and approved by the common council. 
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(1) Planting of Trees When Streets are Widened. When trees are removed in preparation of widening 

of any established street, new trees will be planted, provided in the opinion of the park board there 
is adequate land in the terrace to reasonably support tree growth. The cost of replanting shall be 
borne by the city. The park board shall determine the location of each tree to be planted and the 
species. 
 

(2) New Streets. Following the installation of curbing and sidewalks, the park board shall cause trees 
to be planted in the terraces of such streets in the proper season. The location of each tree, the 
species and size of stock are to be determined by the park board. All or part of the cost of such 
planting may be assessed against each lot or parcel of adjacent property in accordance with 
Wisconsin Statutes §§ 27.09 or 66.0627. The park board shall replace any tree planted under this 
plan which does not survive five years at no additional cost to the owners of adjacent property. 

 
(3) Planting Along Established Streets. When in the opinion of the park board, the terraces along any 

established street can be improved by planned tree planting, the board shall announce its plans to 
plant trees in the terraces in the same manner as other improvements are announced. The park 
board shall remove those existing trees which in its opinion would conflict with the new planting and 
replant the terraces along such streets. The cost of the removal of existing trees shall be borne by 
the city. All or part of the cost of such replanting may be assessed against owners of adjacent 
property in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes §§ 27.09 or 66.0627. The park board will replace 
any trees planted under this provision which do not survive five years at no additional cost to the 
owners of the adjacent property. 

 
(4) Planting Along Unimproved Streets or Other Sites. Should any owner of adjacent property desire to 

plant a tree in any public place, a permit shall be obtained from the park board in which the species, 
size of the tree, and location shall be specified. The cost thereof shall be borne by the property 
owner. 

(Code 1989, § 8.08(4)) 
 
Section 82-155. Planting, Care of Removal of Public Trees and Shrubs. 
 

(a) Permit Required. No person, except under order of the park board, shall plant, transplant, move, 
spray, brace, trim, prune, cut above or below the ground, disturb, alter or do surgery on any public 
tree or shrub within the city or cause such acts to be done by others without first obtaining a written 
permit for such work from the park board. This shall not apply to the city, public utilities or their 
agents. 
 

(b) Exception. No permit shall be required to cultivate, fertilize or water public trees or shrubs. The park 
board may authorize any person to do any work or act described in subsection (a) of this section 
without a written permit whenever it determines that such act or work will not be detrimental to the 
public interest and will be in accord with the spirit and other requirements of this section. 
 

(c) Requirements and Conditions of Permits. If the park board determines that the proposed work or 
planting described in an application for a permit under this section is necessary and in accord with 
the purpose of this section, taking into account the safety, health, and welfare of the public, location 
of utilities, public sidewalks, driveways and streetlights, general character of the area in which the 
tree or shrub is located or proposed to be located, type of soil, characteristics and physiological 
needs of the species or variety of tree or shrub, it shall issue a permit to the applicant. 
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(d)  Form; Expiration; Inspection. Every permit under this section shall be issued by the park board on 
forms prepared by it and shall include a description of the work to be done and shall specify the 
species or variety, size, nursery grade, and location of trees or shrubs to be planted, if any. Any 
work done under such permit must be performed in accordance with the terms thereof and the 
provisions of this section. Permits issued under this section shall expire six months after date of 
issue. 

 
(e) Regulation of Public Utilities. The park board, annually or as often as it deems necessary, shall meet 

with representatives designated by public utilities engaged in tree trimming or removal in the city to 
discuss clearance practices and particularly any practices the board shall find not in the best 
interests of the city. At the annual meeting permission shall be granted in writing by the park board 
to each utility to cover any clearance work to be done in the next 12-month period. 

(Code 1989, § 8.08(5)) 
 
Section 82-156. Regulation of Signs, Billboards and Structures. 
 
 The park board shall have control and jurisdiction over the erection and removal of all signs, billboards, 
and structures on city streets, parks and playgrounds, except traffic control and other signs erected by the 
city. No person shall place or remove signs, billboards, or structures under this section except by permit as 
provided in Section 82-155. 
(Code 1989, § 8.08(6)) 
 
Section 82-157. Injury to Trees and Shrubs Prohibited. 
 

(a) No person shall remove, destroy, cut, deface or injure any tree in any public place in the city. Nor 
shall any person attach any rope, wire, chain, sign, or any other device to any tree or any public 
place in the city. 
 

(b) No person shall plant, prune or spray any tree or shrub in any public place in the city or authorize 
or cause the tree or shrub to be planted, pruned or sprayed without having first obtained written 
permission from the park board to do so. 

(Code 1989, § 8.08(7)) 
 
Section 82-158. Assessments. 
 
 All or part of the cost of any work done on trees and shrubs located between the lot line and curb or 
improved portion of any street or alley may be assessed to the abutting owners in accordance with Wisconsin 
Statute § 66.0627. 
(Code 1989, § 8.08(8)) 
 
Section 82-159. Interference with the Park Board or its Agents Prohibited. 
 
 No person shall prevent, delay, or interfere with the park board or its agents, employees, or servants 
while they are engaged in carrying out any work or activities authorized by this article. 
(Code 1989, § 8.08(9)) 
 
Sections 82-160 – 82-190. Reserved. 
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